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>\ At long last, ‘Daily Show’
is firmly anchored on Web

Own site houses thousands of clips

Thompson gets go-ahead for BBC shake-up
LONDON — The BBC Trust gave the green light Wednesday to director
general Mark Thompson'’s plans for the pubcaster, which include siz-
able job cuts. Insiders said Thompsen told the trust that the budget
moves would involve 2,800 job cuts but that he aimed to create 1,000
new roles to cope with the digital age. Thompson is set to announce
today the full extent of his plans and decisions to both BBC staffers
and the public.

Los Angeles on new Star map

Star, the Hong Kong-based media and entertainment company and a
wholly owned subsidiary of News Corp., is expanding distribution of its
Hindi- and Mandarin-language programming in North America with
the opening of a sales office in Los Angeles. The office, headed by vp
distribution and sales David Wisnia, will market and drive distribution
of Star’s Asia-based networks in North America. Star broadcasts more
than 40 Asian-language channels to 300 million viewers worldwide
and produces more than 10,000 hours of Indian- and Chinese-lan-
guage programming a year. In the U.S., it’s looking to expand distribu-
tion of its four channels that are available on DirecTV.

Suharjono joins Warners’ int’l offices

Erlina Suharjono has been named senior vp Asia distribution at Warner
Bros. Pictures International. Suharjono, who reports to Warner Interna-
tional executives Veronika Kwan-Rubinek and Sue Kroll, will be
responsible for supervising distribution and marketing in Asia through
the Warners network of affiliate offices and licensees in the region.
Based in Hong Kong, she also recently assumed duties as chief repre-
sentative of Warner Asia, supervising the distribution of American-
made films in China.

Johns back in Sony’s d-cinema fold

Gary Johns has rejoined Sony Electronics as vp at its digital-
cinema systems division. A 25-year Sony veteran, Johns spent the
past four years as a consultant to Sony in areas including d-cinema
market development and digital sound licensing. Before that, Johns
was president of Sony Cinema Products. He will remain based in
Sarasota, Fla.

5 emerge victorious in WIF/GM honors
Women in Film and General Motors have announced five women who
have been selected as winners of the second annual acceleration grant
for emerging filmmakers. The winners are Jamie Taucher of Sedona,
Ariz.; Julia Kots of Manhattan; Connie Florez of Honolulu; Joyce Lee of
San Francisco; and Mabel Valdiviez, also of San Francisco. The grant,
awarded annually, is a program of the WIF/GM Alliance, the goal of which
is o support talented filmmakers from under-represented communities.

Chapman student collects Angelus prize
Nicholas Ozeki, a student at Chapman University’s Dodge College of Film
and Media Arts, has won the Patrick Peyton Excellence in Filmmaking
Award, the top prize in the 12th Angelus Student Film Festival, for his film
“Mamitas.” Sponsored by Family Theater Prods. Hollywood, the Angelus
Awards will be presented to seven student filmmakers and 16 finalists at
a screening and awards ceremony Oct. 27 at the DGA in Los Angeles.
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By Alex Woodson

NEW YORK — After more
than a decade on the air, Come-
dy Central’s “The Daily Show
With Jon Stewart” has its own
online home.

The new site, DailyShow.com,
will go live at noon EDT today,
presenting nearly the entre video
archive ot the show for the past
nine years.

The site contains more than
16,000 video clips spanning
headlines, correspondent pieces
and such regular segments as
Lewis Black’s “Back in Black”™ or
“This Week in God.” For now,
the archives start in early 1999,

covering  the
Jon Stewart-
era of the
MTV Net-
works  show.
The earlier ver-
sion ot the pro-

gram, which
started in 1996
with host

Stewart

Craig Kilborn,
could be available by early 2008.
Uninterrupted episodes will
not be awvailable, though full
shows can, for the most part, be

pieced together from the clips.
Erik Flannigan, executive vp
digital media at Viacom’s MTV
See “DAILY” on page 8

London off to ‘Promises’ start

By Stuart Kemp

LONDON — The Times BFI
London Film Festival kicked off
Wednesday
with the un-
spooling  of
David Cronen-
berg’s London-
set Russian
gangster noir
“Eastern
Promises™”
at the Odeon
e IiCEStE T

Cronenberg
Square.
The red-carpet gala, one of'sev-
eral special gala events pro-
grammed by the organizers for
the 51st edition of the U.K.s
largest noncomperitive film testi-

val, was introduced to a packed
house by festival director Sandra
Hebron.

Cronenberg was on hand to
introduce his movie alongside
stars Naomi Warts and Vincent
Cassel.

For the next two weeks, the
British capital promises to play
host to several sparkling shindigs,
with heavy U.S. representation.

Upcoming high-profile screen-

See LONDON o7 page 19

First deal is
‘Sexiest’ at
Hamptons

Davies has hold
on French game

By Rebecca Leffler
and Nellie Andreeva

“Who Wants to Be a Million-
aire”  executive  producer
Michael Davies has snagged
U.S. rights to a new foreign
game show format from Erench
TV production company Effer-
vescence.

The deal for the project,
whose tentative English title is

By Gregg Goldstein

NEW YORK — In the
first pickup from the Hamp-
t on s
Interna-
tional
Film Fes-
tival slate,
Think-
Film has
nabbed
North
American
rights to Muniz
Thursday’s world premiere
“My Sexiest Year.”

See HAMPTONS o7 page 19

K / “Hold Onto Your Seat,” was

See DAVIES o1 page 19
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